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English Influence on Hong Kong Written Chinese:  
The case of homographs 
SHI Ding-xu, CHU Chi-yu 
(Department of Chinese & Bilingual Studies, Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong, China) 
Abstract: Some words in Hong Kong written Chinese are morphologically identical to those in Standard Chinese 
but are semantically different from their counterparts. These homographs come from various sources. Some of 
them are the result of accidental mismatch in the sense that different English words are translated as the same 
Chinese word. Some others came into being when their semantic field or syntactic behavior was altered due to 
English influence.  
Key words: Hong Kong written Chinese; standard Chinese; homographs; loan-words  
????????
?????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???? ?? ?????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????????????
?????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
 3
????????????????????
?????????????????????
????? 2004? 2?? 5???
????????????
?????????????????
?????????????toast????
?cheese?????pose?????tips????
???????????????????
? 2000???? 2000??????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????? ??? ??????????
?????
????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
????????????????????
?????????????????
???????????????????
????????????????
??
??????????????? show
???????????????????
???? show ?????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
????????????????????
????????????????????
??????????????????
?1???????????????
???????????????????
????????????????2004?
5? 9? D5? 
?2?????? Bella???????
???????????????Monica
???????????????????
??????????????2004 ? 4 ?
14? D4? 
????????????????
???????????????????
?????????????????????
????? microphone ??????maı??
?????????????????????
?????maı?????????????
???????????????????
???????????? mī???maı???
???????????????????
??????? microphone????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
?????????????????????
?????????????????
???? park??????????? bó?
???????????????????
????????????? park?????
???????????????????
??????????? drive ?????
?????? zhā?? drive???????
?????????????? card???
?????? jī?? card????????
???????????????????
?????????????????? lift
??????????
??
?????????????????
???????????????????
?????? ball????????????
                                                        
? ???????????????????????? 
? ???????????? park the car? 
? ????????????????????????
???????????????????? 
 4
?????? ball?????????
?3???????????????
???????????????????
??????????2004? 2? 15? A34? 
??????????????????
????????????????????
????????????????? shirt
??????????????????????
???????? boot ??????????
?????????????????
????????????????
????????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
?4???????????????
????????????????????
??2002? 3? 25?????? ?
??
?????????????????
???????????????????
??????????????????
??????????
?5???????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
????????????????????
2004? 2? 28? A1? 
?????????? hose?????
??????????????????
???????????????????
                                                        
? ?????????????????????????
????????????????????????
???? hose???? 
 
????????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????
??
????????????????
????
?6???????????????
?????????? 4????????
??????????????????2004
? 2? 20? A18? 
?7???????????????
???????????????????
????????????????????
????2004? 3? 31? A30? 
?????????? car??????
???????????????????
?????????????????????
????????????????? carat
???????????????????
??
?8???????????????2004
? 4? 26? A13? 
?9???????????????
??????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????????2004? 4? 22?A22? 
????????????????
???????????????????
????????????? fare?????
fare ?????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
                                                        
? ????????????????????????
????????????????????????
????????????????????????
????????????????????????
?????????????????????????
????????????????????? 
 5
?????
??
?10???????? ??????
???????2004? 3? 13? A16? 
?????? gay?????????
???????????????????
?????????? google ??????
??????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????????????????
????????????????
????????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????????????????
???????????????? quarter
?????
??
?11???????????????
???????????????????
????????????????????
??2004? 4? 6? B12? 
?????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
? pie ????????????????
?????????????
?????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
                                                        
?  http://www.google.com.hk 
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????
??????????
????? ???
?????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
????????????????black 
horse?????hot dog?????hot line???
???????????????????
???????????? broadband??
??????? blue tooth????????
?????????? head-hunter????
?????happy hour??????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???
???
?12???????????????
???????????????????
??????????????????
???????2004? 2? 15? A1? 
???????????????
classroom ??????????????
???????????????????
????????
???
?13????????????“??
??”?????????????????
????2004? 2? 23? A1? 
??????? frontline??????
??????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????????????????
 6
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????
?frontline worker?????????frontline 
staff?????????frontline drivers????
???
?14???????????????
????????????????????
????????????????????
????2004? 3? 23? A18? 
????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????? grass root ???????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????????????????
?????
?15???????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???“??”???????2004? 2? 23
? A1? 
????????????????
??? industrial action?????????
???????????????????
????????????????????
??????????????????
??????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
                                                        
? ????????????????????????
?????????? 
?????
???????????
????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
????
??
?16???????????????
???????????????????
??????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
????????????????????
???2004? 3? 29? A20? 
???????????? ice???
???????????????????
???????????????????
????
???
?17???????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????????????????2004
? 2? 18? B4? 
?????????????????
???????????????????
?????????????????
???????????????????
?? unit???????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
???????????????????
??????????????????
???????????????????
The Lands Department issued two consents for 
the sale of 698 residential units and three 
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consents for the sale of units in uncompleted 
commercial development projects in January, a 
spokesman for the department said today. 
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